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720 THE NORTH AMERICAN REVIEW 

Italian villages and horrors of filth in South European Ghettos. But I point 
out that when these aliens become American citizens, they think they have the 
right to inflict their home methods upon us and are not disillusioned by our 
authorities. 

I have traveled far and wide in Europe, living on that side of the Atlantic 
for over thirty years, and never anywhere have I seen such slovenliness as we 
allow in our parks, in our principal streets, at our own particular doorsteps. 
We take our bathtub as the symbol of cleanliness, and so little imderstand 
cleanliness itself that the garbage everywhere in evidence is no offense. We 
are like our doughboys who in France shrank from the manure heap at the 
peasant's door and at home are sublimely imconscious of the garbage can at 
their own. It is high time for us to learn that "cleanliness and sanitation" 
begin and end not in the private bathtub, but really in the town or countryside 
we all share in common. 

Elizabeth Robins Pbistnell. 

Brooklyn, N. Y. 

THE RIGHT OF CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 

Sib: 

I am interested in the controversy over the Principles of Prohibition, in 
which the Rev. Mr. McKim challenges the XVIII Amendment. There is a 
rather interesting political principle involved in that challenge that uncovers 
the foundation principles on which our government rests, to-wit: The right 
of the people to place that kind of an amendment in the Constitution. 

It is a well settled principle in our political science that sovereignty resides 
with the people. That is: they possess the power to make or to abrogate 
constitutions, but the power to amend may be limited by prior engagements. 
The Nobth American Review cannot perform a more valuable and patriotic 
service than opening its pages to an authentic discussion of that very impor- 
tant question. 

H. L. Tkisler. 

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 

[The interesting and important point raised by our correspondent was 
discussed with much detail and authority in the October number of The 
North American Review, pp. 573-576. — ^The Editors.] 



